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FOREIGN  S",VS  Oi:  CITRUS  FRUIT 


SFAinSH  ORANGES  DAl/iAGFD  BY  FROST 

The  orangG  crop  in  the  rhole  producing  district  around 
Valencia,  ST)ain,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  spots,  7'as  severely 
injured  "by  frosts  during  the  latter  part  of  Decernher  according  to  a 
cable  to  the  Departnent  of  Agriculture  from  Consul  Edv7ards ,  at 
Valencia.     Consents  in  the  newspapers  and  agricultural  revie^vs  place 
the  da'.'^age  at  from  40  to  80  per  cent  of  the  crop,  the  indications 
"being  that  the  lo"'er  figure  most  accurately  represents  the  situation. 
Seventy-five  to  eighty-five  nor  cent  of  the  total  Spanish  orange  crop 
is  produced  in  this  region. 

Up  to  the  tiT.G  of  the  freeze  the  crop  this  year  pronised  to 
"be  an  exceptionally  large  one,  far  ahove  that  of  last  year  when  sone— 
thing  over  eleven  million  crates  ''ere  exported  fron  the  Provinces  of 
Valencia  and  Castellon.     Consul  Edwards  states  that  a  little  more 
than  throe  million  crates  h;-vG  been  exrjorted  so  far  this  year,  and 
that  shi^iDers  are  of  the  opinion  th-at  it  may  be  possible  to  approach 
l^-st  ye-r's  exports  if  no  further  adverse  conditions  are  experienced. 

CITRUS  FRUIT  I!TjUSTRY  111  NEw  ZEKLMTD 

A  small  but  thriving  citr^as  industry  is  being  built  up  in 
ller7  Zealand,  according  to  infonnation  received  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  from  Consul  Tt .  L.  Lowrie,  "ellingtcn.     It  is  stated  that 
there  are  now  under  cultivation  over  600  acres  of  commercial  citrus 
orchards  -  oranges,  lemiOns  and  related  fruits  -  and  ap'oroximatcly 
400  acres  additional  in  private  orchards.    Plant ir.g  is  reported  to 
be  procoeding  at  the  rate  of  about  10,000  trees  a  year  or  roughly  a 
hundred  acres  annoally.    The  most  extensive  areas  are  in  the  Bay  of 
Plenty  region,  but  the  Gisborne  and  'Thangarei  districts  are  also 
increasing  their  production. 

The  climate  in  ^he  districts  mentioned  is  said  to  be  favorable 
for  the  growing  of  citrus  fruit,  and  those  interested  in  the  product 
consider  the  prospects  good  that  a  fairly  healthy  industry  will 
develop.     It  is  throught,  hovever,  tiia.t  production  vrill  have  to  be 
largely  for  domestic  use.     A  citrus  fruit  gro^'ers  association  is  said 
to  have  handled  about  30,000  cases  of  lemons  last  year. 
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The  United  States  exported  16, ^.lO  "boxes  of  oranges  and  9,435 
"boxes  of  lemons  to  Hew  Zealand  in  1924  but  there  v/ere  no  exports  during 
the  first  cloven  r.;onths  of  1925. 

SOUTH  JiJRICAH  CI  THUS  TILJ)S  OUTLOOK 

A  trade  involving  the  export  of  3,000,000  "boxes  of  citrus 
frait  annually  from  South  Africa  within  the  next  fen  years  is  deezisd 
a  certainty  by  the  South  African  Minister  of  Agriculture,  according 
to  press  reports  forv7arded  by  Consular  Clerk  Nutting,  London.  Leaders 
in  uhe  industry  are  already  somewhat  concerned  over  the  marketing  of 
the  large  crops  expected,  particularly  after  the  shit)ping  difficulties 
experienced  this  season,  and  are  working  together  on  the  problens 
involved.     It  is  recognized  that  large  numbers  of  refrigerated  cars 
and  more  inland  refrigeration  will  have  to  be  provided.  Considerable 
attention  is  also  being  ^'iven  to  the  possibility  of  marketing  more  fruit 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  instead  of  almost  exclusively  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  in  the  iDast. 
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